
Food equity encompasses the adverse effects of 

both the production and distribution of food that 
marginalized communities face
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Production side- Equity issues    

• Wages and working conditions of people producing food at every step 
along the food chain—from farm to restaurant and grocery store

• Access to the means of food production (including access to land, to 
production subsidies, and to capital) 

- Gender equity*

• Protection from food production-related environmental contamination 
(such as air and water pollution, pesticide contamination, and noxious 
odors 
– Environmental justice 
– Occupational health 

• Ethical issues – Ecosystem services as only “10-20% of GDP”, but they are 
actually “50-90% of the GDP of the poor”



Distribution and Access side 
Equity issues

• Distributive inequity

• Many people lack sufficient access to healthy 
food options.

 health inequity 

• Pricing – food price 

• Poverty - SDG1 – economic inequity 

• Geographical disadvantages  Food desserts 

• Exploitive marketing all hinder access in 
marginalized communities.



Equal access to agriculture land, training, credit will  
increase farm productivity by 20-30% and 100-150  million 
fewer people would be hungry (FAO,2012)

Gender equity - access to land/resources 

equal rights to economic resources,  
ownership and control over land 
financial services, inheritance and 
natural resources,



Gender equity in agricultural development 
(CIDA policies to strengthen the rights and participation of rural 

women)

• Support women‘s leadership capacity-building in 
rural organizations; 

• Improve women‘s tenure over productive 
resources such as land and water; 

• Support women‘s economic empowerment 
through training; 

• Improve women‘s participation in, and access to, 
and control in local markets; 

• Ensure the genuine participation of rural women 
and children in all food security interventions



Building Equitable Food Systems
fair, healthy, affordable, and sustainable. 

• Food Procurement as an Economic Development Driver

movement to purchase locally, fairly, and sustainably grown healthy 

food in cities  leading the way to enact equitable procurement –

Brazil example for procurement for School feeding programs  

• Labor and the Food System

opportunities for reforming the food system workforce with a focus on 

employee safety, minimum wage efforts and successes, tipped wage 

advocacy, and labor organizing in the food industry.

• Just Food System (food justice)

rural communities, Native communities, and immigrant communities, 

local policy strategies re-casting local food systems in ways that promote equity and 
sustainability.

access to labor, job systems, education and school systems, cultural connections, cultural 
sovereignty, ethic and more 



Equity: A platform for achieving the SDGs


