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The System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA)



UNEP-TEEB/UNSD/sCBD Activities 

SEEA-EEA
ÅNORAD-funded project [Advancing Natural Capital Accounting ï

ANCA] 

I. A 5 year Global Strategy for advancing the testing and research 

agenda of the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting;

II. Guidelines on testing

III. Training material

IV. Communication and outreach material for SEEA

V. Country plans for seven pilot countries
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Experimental Biodiversity Accounting ïTechnical Guidance

The Technical Guidance:
1. Sets out the data mobilization 

process for national scale data
2. Considers the use of global datasets 

and models to inform Biodiversity 
Accounts and other accounts in the 
SEEA-EEA framework, such as 
Ecosystem Condition Accounts. 

3. Presents experimental Biodiversity 
Accounts drawing on case studies 
from around the world.



The TEEBAgFood study is 

designed to: 

1. provide a comprehensive 

economic evaluation of the

óeco-agri-food systemsô 

complex

2. demonstrate that the economic 

environment in which farmers 

operate is distorted by 

significant externalities, both 

negative and positive, and a 

lack of awareness of 

dependency on natural and 

social capital

Summary statement



óThe Goodô
+ Agriculture employs 1 in 3 of the worldôs 

economically active labour force , or about 1.3 billion 

people. For the 70 per cent of the world's poor living in 

rural areas, agriculture is the main source of income 

and employment. 

+ Smallholder farms (i.e. less than 2 hectares) 

represent over 475 million of the worldôs 570 million 

farms and, in much of the developing world, they 

produce over 80 per cent of the food consumed.

+ Food production systems produce approximately 

2,800 calories per person per day which is enough 

to feed the world population.



- 80% of new agricultural land has replaced tropical 

forests since the 1980s , a trend resulting in significant 

biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation.

- Crop and livestock farming produce between five 

and six billion tons of CO 2-equivalent in greenhouse 

gas (GHG) emissions each year , mostly in developing 

countries where the agricultural sector has expanded in 

recent years.

- The agricultural sector utilizes 70% of the water

resources we withdraw from rivers, lakes

and aquifers , raising serious concerns in terms of

sustainability and security.

óThe Badô



The visible and invisible flows of agricultural production



The visible and invisible flows of agricultural production


